
A MESSAGE FROM OUR NURSE, MRS. ENGLEHART

Students are beginning to report to school with COVID-like symptoms. This is resulting in
visits to the nurses office, several positive cases and student quarantines.

We sympathize with the inconvenience of keeping your children home for “mild” or “allergy”
or “it’s just a cold” symptoms.  Due to the highly contagious impact and the varying manner
in which COVID presents, we can’t be too careful and must follow District guidelines for
everyone’s safety and well-being. Once a symptom is identified, families should follow the
instructions on the Self Screener, which is to keep their child home and call their healthcare
provider for advice.  Families should not medicate their child with symptoms and send
to school and “hope for the best”.

COVID-like symptoms are:

● Fever of 100.4 or higher or chills
● Sore throat, runny or stuffy nose
● Cough or shortness of breath
● Diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
● Headache, muscle aches, fatigue
● New loss of taste or smell

Any 1 of the above symptoms is a signal to keep their child home.  Any 1 of the
above symptoms when visiting the nurse’s office will result in their child being sent
home. Also, if a child has been a close contact of someone who is COVID positive, they
need to stay home until cleared to return to school.

There are 2 ways to return to school after being home sick with
COVID-like symptoms or being sent home with COVID-like symptoms:

1. A PCR test (the one that takes longer) – can be found in a variety of places, but
Curative is the one most familiar.

2. An Antigen (rapid) test.  Any Antigen (rapid) test MUST be accompanied by a
healthcare provider’s clearance since rapid tests are not quite as reliable.

So, if a parent writes an excuse note stating their child was kept home with any symptom on
the COVID Self-screener and a negative test or healthcare provider’s clearance isn’t
provided, the student will be sent to the nurse and sent home until that information is
provided.

Richey appreciates those families that are abiding by the expectation and self-screening.
Let's continue to work together to keep the Richey Family safe and Covid to a minimum.


